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CONTEXT 
 
 

“Comedy is simply a funny way of being serious.”- Peter Ustinov 
 

There is a reason that comedy is one of the biggest money earners in Hollywood- everyone 
enjoys a laugh. This course will explore the language of comedy and its journey through 

time. Beginning with the Greeks, moving through the years of Shakespeare and ending with 
the here and now, we will look at how the genre of comedy has entertained people for 

thousands of years. The course places a heavy emphasis on language and how this works 
to express a specific idea from the creator of a text. We will delve under the humorous 

surface of texts and expose the issues that authors explore.  
 

The course will also explore the signature elements of the genre of comedy- what do they all 
have in common? Students can expect to not only be able to identify and explain these 

elements but use them in their own work.  
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HOUSEKEEPING 
 
For all of our lessons, unless I tell you otherwise, we are in Room 21.  
 
If you need to reach me by email, my address is macdonaldr@mtaspiring.school.nz 
 
I only check my emails until 5.30pm so anything you send after this, I will not see until the next 
morning. I generally try to avoid looking at my emails over the weekend.  
 
I only have five guidelines:  
 

1. Before each class, you need to gather on the grass below the steps outside the 
classroom.  

2. Leave your bags outside of the classroom. Bring in anything you need for the day before 
you leave it on the grass under the red wall. This saves us from tripping on each others stuff. .  
3. You may sit where you like but I only give ONE chance before I move you to a seat. You 

have to earn back the right to choose where you sit.  
4. Phones are not an acceptable device to be working on. Again, I work on a one chance 

policy. The first time it is taken, you will get it back at the end of the lesson. After that, it will go 
to the office.   

5. It is expected that you always have the correct gear for class. 
 
 
 
 
Our class has a cubby at the back where you can keep your books that you don’t feel you need 
at home for homework. Make sure your book is clearly named and in the right spot so it is easy 
to find.  
 
There is a student centre at the back of the room. This desk has chromebooks, pens, pencils, 
paper, glue sticks and activities if you find yourself with nothing to do. Please feel free to help 
yourself to things from here but please return them so someone else can use it when they need 
to.  
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TECHNOLOGY IN THE CLASSROOM 
 
This year, we will be using a blogging platform for the majority of our work. We will have a class 

site where I will post resources and tasks. Homework will also be put onto the blog each 
week for you. This means that you can always access any of our work, even when you don’t 
have your book.  

 
You will have your own personal blog attached to the class site. Here, you can publish your 

writing. It has two functions:  
1. Publish it for anyone on the internet to see. You might do this if you want to share the 

work with the class, your parents or caregivers and other people around the world.  
2. Publish it so only Miss Macdonald can see it. If you are nervous about publishing your 

work, this is a good way to get started. Both you and I can see what you have written 
without allowing anyone else to be able to view it.  

 
It is important to note that while your blog is your record of learning, as the teacher, I can 
override something that you post. If I feel it is inappropriate, I will come and speak to you about 
it before I take it down. What you have on your blog reflects you and it is important to remember 
that the internet stores everything forever. Being a part of the digital world is a privilege and one 
we should value as we move into the age of technology.  Think before you hit “post”.  
 
If you have a device- an ipad, chromebook, laptop etc then please, bring it to class! We have 14 
chromebooks at the back of our classroom that can be used  by those who do not have a 
device. Cell phones, unless directed otherwise, are not an acceptable device to work on in our 
classroom.  
 
 

DEADLINES 
 
When a piece of work is due at a specific time and a specific date, it must be handed in by them. 
If it is not handed in and an extension has not been granted, then you will automatically fail that 
assessment and a letter will be sent home to your parents.  
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EXTENSIONS 
If you have a reason why you cannot finish your assessment on time, you need to apply for an 
extension. In order to do this, you must write down your application and include the following 
things: 
1. Why you need an extension 
2. How long you feel you need to finish the assignment 
3. A signature from your parent(s) or caregiver(s). 
 
You need to have your extension in at least 3 days before the due date otherwise it will not be 
given.  
 
 

HOMEWORK 
 
You will receive regular homework each week. There will always be a spelling component and 

the words for this will be posted on the blog each Monday.  
There will also be small reading and writing tasks. Again, they will be posted on the Monday.  
All homework is due on the following Monday and we will also have a spelling test at this time 

each week.  
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